Serial No. 09/527,140 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). Please AMEND claims 1-9 in accordance with the 
following: 

(currently amended) A switching device for parallel connection of a numb e r plurality 
fsubscribec terminal devices, said switching device comprising: 

an i ns e H un i t for prov i d i ng a plug-in module having a numb e r plurality of subscriber J 
interfaces^ each connected to one of sai4 -the subscriber terminal devices; and 
a control unirvhaving: 

a centra^ control unit for controlling central switching events in said switching 

device; and 

a peripheralN^ontrol unit for controlling linking of said number of subscriber 
interfaces to said subscriber Terminal devices, said peripheral control unit having[[:]] an interface 
driver for controlling at least twosof said^subsg^er j^ said interface driver having j^_^^^ ~- 

a pr i ncipa l master subscriber control unit for controlling a principal 
subscriber terminal device; 

at least one subsidiary subscriber control unit for controlling at least one 
subsidiary subscriber terminal device; 

a central driver contro \unitf or central controlling of administration events 
in said interface driver; 

a first connection device feKphysically connecting said pr i nc i pa l master 
subscriber control unit and said at least one subsidiary control unit ; and — ^> P 
\<?£^ feAc^gically connecting said pr i nc i pa l master 

subscriber control unit to said at least one subsidiary suo^priber control unit separately from said 
first connection device . 

2. (currently amended) The switching device according tb^claim 1, 
wherein said pr i nc i pal master subscriber control unit comprise 

a first line process unit for linking to said central control bq\t\ 
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a first connection process unit for controlling a connection setup for a pertaining 
first subscriber terminal device; 

a fir^t terminal device process unit for generating logical messages for controlling 
a p e rta i n i ng the first ^subscriber terminal device; and 

a first Kby converter process unit for converting said logical messages into 
functional messages fondirect control of a p e rta i n i ng the first subscriber terminal device; and 
wherein said subsidiary subscriber control unit comprises: 

a second line\process unit for linking to said central control unit; 

a second connection process unit for controlling a connection setup for a 
pertain i ng second subscriber teVninal device; 

a second terminal \levice process unit for generating logical messages for 
controlling a p e rta i n i ng the second V jbscriber terminal device; and 

a second key converter process unit for converting said logical messages into 
functional messages for direct control of a p e rta i n i ng the second subscriber terminal device. 

3. (currently amended) The switching device according to claim 2, wherein said first 
connection device comprises an internal connection process unit for physically connecting said 
first connection process unit to said second connection process unit. 

4. (currently amended) The switching deYice according to claim 2, wherein said second 
connection device comprises a message interface\or logically connecting said first terminal 
device process unit to said second terminal device process unit. 

5. (currently amended) The switching device according to claim 1 ..wherein sai4-the 
subscriber terminal devices are connected in parallel to skid switching device and compr i s e 
include at least one digital wire-bound subscriber terminal oevice and a cordless subscriber 
terminal device[[;]] A and \ 

wherein said switching device r e pr e s e nts tea private otench exchange. 

6. (currently amended) A mettidfeL for connecting a number of subscriber terminal 
devices in parallel, said method comprising )th e st e ps of : 


establishing a physical connection of said subscriber terminal devices to be connected in 
parallel; and 
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separately establishing a logical connection of said subscriber terminal devices to be 
connected in parallel. 


\cj\ 


x (currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein said-the logical 
connections established by: 

acquiring a complex telecommunication performance feature as a functional message; 
convening said-the acguired, functional message into a logical message; 
acquiringsa parallel connection configuration; and 

transmittincksaid -the logical message to a terminal equipment process unit connected in 
parallel. \ 

8. (currently amended) The method according to claim 7, wherein said -the logical 
connection is further realizeckby: 

interpreting said-the logical message as either a local or an external telecommunications 
performance feature; \ 

transmitting said-the logicalxnessage to either an internal or an external performance 
feature implementation unit, depended on said int e rpr e tat i on interpreting of said-the logical 
message; and \ 

implementing said-the telecommunications performance feature dependent on said 
transm i tted the logical message. \ 


9. (currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein said e stabl i shm e nt 
establishing of said-the physical connection and said- the logical connection of said subscriber 
terminal devices to be connected in parallel is hierarchically ordered. 


